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Ethics of care
The ethics of care explains the importance of care as a fundamental morality aspect. Humanity under the ethics of care is defined based on the relationships one keeps in life. the relationships based on care according to the ethics of care can be explained as a basic factor to humans. the relationships based on care entail two individuals, the one showing care and the one receiving care. This aspect is highly displayed in the movie Just Mercy. A civil rights defense attorney named Bryan Stevenson devotes his time to helping individuals who have been wrongfully convicted. He shows care to others who never received justice through a fair court trial. He helps in fleeing Walter MacMillian who had been wrongfully put on death row. 
Utilitarianism 
Utilitarianism explains the actions of an individual are ethically right if they promote the happiness of the majority. The majority in this case refers to the people affected by the actions. The actions of an individual which result in pain are not ethically right according to this theory. There are various examples of utilitarianism evident in the actions of Bryan Stevenson. His actions are interested in achieving justice for those who have been illegally convicted. He seeks to ensure that people are convicted through the right trial process and availability of evidence.
Egoism 
Egoism explains that ethical actions are based on people acting in their own interests. Egoism leads to poor actions in seeking personal pleasure but not in the interest of others. The person’s actions in this case can end up causing harm to others as one doesn’t care about their interests. Bill Hooks whose statement is used in convicting McMillian is later rendered false. He gives a statement indicating that he saw the accused’s truck around the scene of the crime. The witness was facing several charges at the time and his testimony can be seen as a way of building a positive image for himself. 
Altruism 
Altruism is an expression of selflessness in individual actions to improve the wellbeing of others. People who express altruism help in promoting the welfare of others without seeking anything in return. The people may also be at the risk of undergoing various costs while helping others. Many people in the movie, Just Mercy, express altruistic actions. The members of the church where Mr. Walter attended volunteer to work with the civil rights public defendant in seeking justice for him. The people give testimonies based on what happened on the day of the crime which is later used to exonerate Mr. Walter.  
Social contract theory 
The social contract theory explains that individual action, as well as obligations, are based on the person's agreement with the society to live as they do. Society has a set of rules and laws which help in governing the actions of individuals. there are consequences of maintaining poor relationships between the individual and the societal rules and laws. The movie shows the use of prison in holding those who break the law. The prisons in this case are used as correctional facilities for people who violate various social rules like murder, robbery as well as convicted for other crimes. 
Ethical formalism 
Ethical formalism explains morals based on logic and reason. According to the theory, if any action is considered wrong or right under one circumstance, it should be the same in other cases. The Sherriff involved in the conviction of Mr. Walter says that he deserved it as a way of bringing justice to the murder victim's family.in this case, he supports wrongful conviction which is not supported under ethical formalism. 
Moral relativism 
Moral relativism explains that individual actions are either right or wrong based on individual judgments. If an individual perceives a certain action as right, the action is then considered right based on moral relativism. Sherriff Tate and public defendant Bryan express different opinions when a witness in the case. Sherriff Tate justifies his actions for the arrest by believing Mr. Houston was providing false evidence while Bryan says there is no proof that it was false evidence. According to moral relativism, both of the individuals are right based on their perception of the case.
Religious ethics 
Religious ethics are a set of moral guidelines which explain what is acceptable and what is wrong. religious individuals always conform to these ethics as they do what can be called acceptable behavior. When Bryan visits R. Walter’s church, the members express disagreement with the death sentence used against Mr. Walter. They explain that it should never be right to use capital punishment on anyone leave alone using it on an innocent individual. Religious ethics in this case explain living as a right of every individual which should not be revoked by anyone.
Natural law 
The natural law explains that individual reasoning and behavior are governed by intrinsic values possessed by human beings. The people’s actions are purely guided by these natural laws which are not created by the society or courts but by God, nature, or reason. When Mr. Walter is arrested for the murder of the young girl, he maintains that he never would commit any act of murder. He says that murder is the wrong thing, not only in criminal justice but also the wrong thing to do. This expresses his natural belief about murder being wrong.
Ethics of virtue
Ethics of virtue explain that individual character promotes thinking ethically other than acting based on rules. Individuals led by virtue ethics express compassion, love, and care for others. Mr. Myers, a state witness in the conviction of Mr. Walter, explains that Sherriff Tate was a bad person. builds a good name for himself by eradicating criminals in society but his character betrays this name. He coerced Mr. Myers to give a false statement against Mr. McMillian. This shows the true identity of the Sherriff as opposed to how society sees him.
